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Hope Starts Here at Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers 
and we are pleased to offer you our 2015 annual report. This 
was another exceptional year at Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers. 
Providing direct services to over 1,820 new individuals across 
all programs, as well as the countless numbers impacted by 
our broad reaching prevention efforts, the agency continues to 
inspire individuals and families, offering the message of hope and 
recovery.

Growth was on target for the agency with the opening of our 
third outpatient office in Painesville. This significantly improved 
our consumer’s access to services. Celebrating the precious 
birth of the 9th drug-free baby born to residents of Oak House 
and Neveah Ridge is priceless. We are grateful to our friends at 
Crossroads whose continued collaboration has enabled us to 
provide the supportive housing and outpatient treatment services 
for pregnant women at Neveah Ridge.

As the heroin epidemic has persisted, we continued our 
collaborations with Lake Health Urgent Care as well as Lake 
County Adult Probation to provide Ambulatory Detox and 
Medication Assisted Treatment as part of our Opiate Recovery 
Program.

The theme of Recovery is Beautiful is no better evidenced than in 
Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers’ Alumni Association. The group’s 

energy and commitment culminated in 
three successful and fun events that clearly 
exemplifies the joy of recovery.

We plan to continue this momentum of 
growth, expansion of high quality services 
and celebrating recovery into FY2016 with 
the building of the new Oak House for 
women, and the opening of three Level 
II Recovery Houses in Lake and Geauga 
Counties.

We’d like to recognize and thank those 
who have contributed to our on-going success and growth…our 
Board of Directors, our staff, donors and the numerous community 
stakeholders who believe in the work we do. Your support of our 
mission is vital in helping us to provide life-changing programs to 
the people we serve. We are sincerely thankful to each and every 
one of you and look forward to our continued partnership in the 
coming year.

Melanie Blasko 
President & CEO

Growth
A Word from our President and CEO 



Mission Statement
To promote lifelong recovery from addiction through education, 
prevention, and treatment regardless of ability to pay.

Vision Statement
Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers aspires to provide premier 
behavioral healthcare services.  We strive for excellence 
through proven practices and for leadership in partnering with 
community organizations to work towards an addiction-free 
society.

Core Values Statement
These five core values serve as the principles that guide our 
intentions and our actions.

Client-Centered  By this we mean…
•	 Clients’ needs are our first responsibility.
•	 We nurture, inspire, and motivate—respectfully and 

unconditionally—our clients to reach their full potential.
•	 We are committed to clients’ confidentiality and anonymity.

Community-Oriented By this we mean…
•	 We believe the pursuit of our mission is enhanced by 

educating the community regarding our clients’ needs and 
our services.

•	 We seek to be “good neighbors” by strengthening the 
welfare of the communities in which we serve.

•	 We work collaboratively with other organizations to meet 
the needs of our clients and the community.

Compassion  By this we mean…
•	 We recognize and appreciate the dignity of each individual.
•	 We treat people with fairness and respect.
•	 We create a caring, supportive environment in which 

people can change their lives.

Excellence  By this we mean…
•	 We embrace the 12-Steps as a core component of our 

treatment philosophy. 
•	 We strive to achieve the highest standards of 

performance, care, and quality outcomes.
•	 We are dedicated to advancing state-

of-the-art prevention and treatment of 
addictive diseases.

Integrity   By this we mean…
•	 We are guided by objectivity, honesty and 

ethical conduct.
•	 We are committed to our mission and 

hold ourselves accountable to the highest 
personal and professional standards.

•	 We value wise and efficient use of resources in 
providing superior services.

•	 We are committed to excellent stewardship of the 
confidence that our clients and the community invest in us.



Since its beginning in 1971 Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers 
has earned a solid reputation for its effective outpatient 
and residential treatment programs addressing alcohol 
and substance abuse. Working closely with the community 
and social services agencies, our clients have achieved a 
success rate nearly twice the national average for long-
term sobriety. 

At every level, from prevention to residential treatment, 
we offer a message of hope. Our licensed, trained 
professionals provide support, education, and counseling 
to individuals, families, businesses, other service providers 
and the community at large.

Our goal for treatment services is to help our  consumers 
achieve long-term recovery and an improved quality of life.

Helping Our Community

Helping Lake & Geauga County Residents 
Get Their Lives Back Together

New Clients Admitted to  1,827
All Programs and Services

Outpatient Services 1,441

Residential Treatment  118

Supportive Housing 18

Mike Link Driver Intervention Program  98

Geauga Jail Treatment Program    152



Supportive Housing
The Center offers supportive housing in Mentor at our Nevaeh 
Ridge facility. Open to women ages 18 and over, Nevaeh Ridge 
welcomes pregnant women and those with children ages 5 
and under.  By providing a stable, respectful, and structured 
living environment free from alcohol and drugs, we hope 
to increase the birth rate of drug-free babies, help maintain 
family ties, and ultimately strengthen our community.  These 
women and children receive specialized and enhanced 
services designed to meet their unique needs and help 
establish a solid foundation for recovery and long-term 
sobriety.

Prevention Services 
Prevention Services provide a message of hope through 
education programs designed to increase knowledge 
and understanding about the disease of addiction. These 
programs are provided for social, civic, business, religious, 
and school groups and include: 72 hour Driver Intervention 
Program, Drug Free Safety Programs, Community Coalitions, 
Alcohol and Other Drug Education & Speakers Bureau.

Residential Treatment Services
Two long-term, non-medical, residential treatment facilities 
are located in Painesville; Lake House, an 11 bed facility for 
men and Oak House, a 16 bed facility for women.  Offering a 
home-like atmosphere, they are designed to provide residents 
with a structured, supportive environment in which residents 
can develop the skills and insight necessary to achieve long-
term sobriety.

Mike Link Driver Intervention Program
A state certified, 72-hour driver intervention program 
conducted by licensed professionals, the program is primarily 
for first time DUI offenders as an alternative to jail as stipulated 
in the impaired motorist sections of the Ohio Revised Code.  
Individual and group counseling help participants focus on 
both the conviction and the problems that caused it. An 
individual screening helps participants distinguish between 
“social use” and “problem use.”

Education Program 
This program is an intensive 8-hour program offering a 
positive learning experience filled with research based data. 
It provides education, encourages discussion, and helps 
participants gain awareness and understanding of the 
complex problem of substance use, abuse and dependency. 

Drug-Free Workplace Services 
Comprehensive services to help employers promote a safe, 
drug-free work environment, and to assist them in retaining 

Programs and Services



valuable employees. Services include defining company 
needs; Policy Development; Pre-Employment Screening; 
Random Screening; Reasonable Suspicion & Post Accident 
Alcohol/Drug Testing; Supervisor Training; Employee Drug 
Education and Employee Assistance Plans.  Lake-Geauga 
Recovery Centers is recognized as a Technical Assistance 
Provider by the Bureau of Workers Compensation and the 
Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services.

Family Program 
Addiction to alcohol, other drugs or gambling is an illness 
that has a profound effect on both the individual and his 
or her family members.  At Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers, 
we believe that the development of meaningful, supportive 
relationships and restoring healthy family bonds is absolutely 
achievable. Through our Family Program, we emphasize the 
importance of communication and understanding within the 
family, how to support each other emotionally, establishing 
appropriate boundaries, and learning better coping skills. The 
Family Program is open to spouses, partners, parents, siblings, 
other relatives and friends who are interested in learning 
about substance abuse and how it affects them. 

Outpatient Treatment Services
Outpatient Treatment Services are offered to those with 
substance abuse problems as well as family members and 
significant others. Our agency is uniquely designed to utilize 
multiple levels of group counseling, providing life-changing 
opportunities for individuals to drastically change their 
thinking, attitudes, and behaviors about their involvement 
with alcohol and drugs.  Out-Patient Services include: 
Assessments, Drug Testing, Individual Counseling, Group 
Counseling, Dual Diagnosis Treatment and Family Treatment, 
Ambulatory detox, Medication Assisted Treatment, and 
gender specific groups.

Problem Gambling Services 
Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers offers 
prevention and education services for at 
risk populations. Treatment services assist 
problem gamblers in exploring the 
reasons why an individual 
gambles, the dynamics 
of continued gambling, 
and strategies for behavior 
change. Problem Gambling 
Services include: Outpatient 
Counseling, Dual-diagnosis, 
Education Programs, Family 
Group Therapy, Community 
Advocacy / Outreach, 
Information Dissemination, 
Professional Trainings and Prevention
for at-risk populations.

Programs and Services



Learn To Love Yourself 
So You Can Love Others
Roderick is a quiet, unassuming man who believes his 
long journey in recovery was guided by a Higher Power. 
Born in Jackson, Mississippi he came here as a baby 
along with his mother.  His father left when he was very 
young and the lack of a father figure weighed heavily on 
Roderick for years.  

Roderick’s mother remarried and he got along well with 
his new step-father actually believing this was his real 
father. But when he was 8 his step-father was murdered 
during a racially motivated neighborhood scuffle and his 
mother was shot and seriously wounded. It was at this 
time Roderick learned his step-father was not his real 
father. His family fractured, Roderick went to live with his 
great grandmother and great aunt.  But the violent events 
deeply scarred him and he began running away.

Roderick bounced in 
and out of detention 
homes and by age 10 
he was remanded to 
Parmadale for 3 years.  
During this time he 
discovered he had 
a sister living in the 

south and he felt relieved to know he wasn’t alone. Upon 
being released the 13-year old teenager returned to live 
with his mother.  

When Roderick turned 17 he moved with his mother 
to Houston Texas.  After a while he dropped out of 
school and worked for a short time but then returned to 
Cleveland more dependent on alcohol and marijuana 
than ever. He bounced from couch to couch among 
friends while working at various jobs and eventually met 
a woman, fell in love and had a baby boy. Then at age 26, 
Roderick tried crack cocaine. 

After several years of addiction Roderick entered 
outpatient treatment in 1989 followed by inpatient 
treatment for 90 days.  His mother died of cancer in 1990 

Success Stories

“I learned to love 
myself so I can love 
others.”
 - Roderick



leaving Roderick all alone. After his inpatient treatment 
he moved to a ¾ recovery house and worked in a nursing 
home as a nursing assistant. Life began to normalize but 
a health issue landed Roderick in the hospital and after 8 
years of sobriety, he began using cocaine again. 

Then one day in March 2002 Roderick prayed to God 
and promised to trust and follow His guidance no matter 
where it took him.  It was then that he was admitted to 
Laurelwood and first heard of Lake House.  At age 43, 
Roderick was admitted to Lake House where he stayed for 
nearly four months. 

Roderick recalls that once he was admitted to Lake 
House he realized that he wanted to get and stay sober. 
Everyone he met there embraced and supported him.  It 
was through God and the unconditional acceptance and 
love of those at Lake House that Roderick realized he 
did not want to die. After leaving Lake House, Roderick 
relocated to Painesville and received counseling to deal 
with the painful loss of his mother and step-father years 
earlier.

In 2005 Roderick was hired at Lake House as a part-time 
Program Assistant, a position he has proudly held for 
10 years. He quietly states, “I learned to love myself so I 
can love others.”  His message to others struggling with 
addiction is,   “You need faith and a Higher Power.  Trust 
that God will provide what you need and believe that 
there are people out there who understand what you 
are going through and know what you need. You are not 
alone.”

Success Stories



Financial Statements

2015 Revenues
     $3,200,000.00

28.3%  Lake ADAMHS Board

9.0% Geauga MHRS Board

40.7% Medicaid

4.3% Fees & Insurance

5.3% United Way (Lake & Geauga County)

2.2% State Grants

3.5% Capital Campaign

6.6% Other

52.5% Outpatient Treatment

38.2% Residential Treatment

1.6% Prevention

2.1% Education

5.6% Other

2015 Expenses

Financial Statements



Accomplishments & Outcomes

In 2015 we proudly acknowledge the many 
accomplishments of our agency and clients.

•	 The Board of Directors unanimously approved the 

beginning of a Capital Campaign to build a new Oak 

House residential facility to serve women in recovery.

•	 55% of Lake House residents and 67% of Oak House 

residents met all their treatment milestone targets  

at the time of discharge.

•	 One year after completing residential treatment, 

66% of men and 67% of women were still sober 

and reported an improved quality of life (For those 

residents completing treatment in FY2014).

•	  A 3-month follow-up telephone survey of 

participants in the Mike Link Driver Intervention 

Program reported that 98% reported no further 

legal involvement; 80% reported a reduction in their 

use of mood altering substances and 90% reported 

making healthier decisions.

•	 We welcomed the 9th drug-free baby born to 

residents at Oak House and Nevaeh Ridge.

•	 In outpatient treatment, 80% of clients admitted 

to service met or partially met their treatment plan 

goals during treatment.

•	 80% of clients participating in our Geauga Jail 

Treatment Program attained their treatment plan 

goals. Six months after completing the Geauga 

Jail Treatment Program, 64% of clients reported 

continuous sobriety and 80% reported no new 

arrests.

Accomplishments & Outcomes



Constance Abbey
Karen Abraham
Maureen Afnan
Dawn Argie
Frank Argie
Dave Arko
Steve Arko
Cliff Baggott
Donald Barr
Linda Bednar
Jon Blair
Melanie Blasko
Sally Boggess
Nate Bollinger
Chuck Brunello
Richard Byrd
Mike Buzzelli
Paul & Deborah Caimi
Susan Cain
Margaret Campbell
Jan Carle
Tom & Charlene Carol
Van Carson
Lori Caszatt
Rebecca Cavell
Jennifer Childs
Larry  Clute
Sandra Clute
Virginia Clute
Scott Coleman
Kathy Coan
Christopher & Pat Cook
Tom & Charlene Corcoran
Maryann Correnti
Doug Crock
Margaret Dalton

Rich David
Abby DelaMotte
Dione DeMitro
Dana Dennis
Brian & Carol Derov
Stu Eilers
Cliff Fenner
Harry Field 
Donald & Joanne Filipski
Gale Flanagan
Lisa Frank
Neal Fraser
H.W. Birkett Gibson
John Goddard
Joseph Gomez
Lori Gorrell
Peggy Graham
Dave Hanlon
Diane Helmink
Robert Heltzel
Jeff Heston
Dan Holderbaum
William Horvath
Diane Holody
Alice Hrezik
Jim Hubman
Leigh Ann Hutton
Lenny Inghram
Lisa Johnson
Patrick Jones
Don & Laura  Joss
David P. Joyce
Jack Kahl, Jr.
Larry Kappler
Dusty Keeney
Andy Kinsey

Donors

We wish to extend our deepest thanks and 
appreciation to the following businesses and donors 
for their support of Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers.  
Their commitment to our mission is vitally important 
in fulfilling the work we do every day to help people 
achieve the recovery they seek. 

We also want to recognize and extend a very special 
thanks to the many volunteers who donate their time 
to help fulfill our mission every day. Whether they are 
helping at our residences, our administrative offices or 
at special events, the donation of their time and talent 
is genuinely valued and appreciated. 

DONORS



Thanks!

Melinda Mallett Kovalcheck
Mary Ann Kundtz
Anthony Kuhn
Amy & Albert Kurnick
Mark Lamieux
Dan Laux
Dan Lawson
Tom & Charlene Leininger
Christine LeMaster
Mark Lemieux
John & Mary Carol Lewis
Ante Logarusic
Robert Magyaros
Julie Mawaka
Ed McHenry
Elizabeth Miller
Lee & Linda Miller
Kip Molenaar
Damien Montassi
Gerald Moore
Dennis Mormile
Bill Munday
Rita Munday
John Murphy
Andrea Needham
John Nesi
Jane M Neubauer
Sara Novak
Anthony S. Ocepek
Eileen O’Connor
Steve Organsky
Jack Page
Steven & Laura Palazzo
Matthew Pawlicki
Gail Penzenik
Larry Perme
Jeannine Petti
Stacy Phillips
Frank Piunno
Katherine & Rick Porter
Eric Proehl
Jacqueline Roberts

Tim Rocco
Bob Rose
Joseph Scaminace Foundation
Laura Schiffbauer
Jessica Schultz
Norbert & Patricia Schutte
Vijay & Jill Shankar
Tina Shimbach
Christine Sherwin
Robert Sill
Jon Sines
Francis & Anne Skomrock
Ron Soeder
Emil Sos
Arlie Spargur
Dave Spiccia
Joseph Spiccia
Joe Stack
Maureen Strbac
Chuck Szucs
Diane Tarantino
Thomas Tarantino
Patrick Tatom
Ian Templeton
Donald Theroux
Kevin Thompson
Dan Troy
John Tsironis
John Turben
Megan Vanek
Robert  Vermer
Jeanne & Patrick Walker
Jacqueline Ward
Wendy White
Robert Williams
Chris Wilson
Karen Winslow
John & Sylvia Yankey
Ellen Zaremba
Debbi Zink
Anonymous

Donors

BUSINESSES
Infinit Inque Cosmetics
Action Auto
ADCOM Communications
Advancement LLC
Aladdin’s Eatery
Auto Zone
AXA Equitable
B. Anthony’s Salon
Baker Candies
J.D Ballentines Flowers & Gifts
Beach Club
Bit of Skirt

Boston Market
Brennan’s Fish House
Bridges
Cala’s Pizzeria
Camino Construction
Carlton Harley Davidson
CASA for KIDS
Cato’s Fashions, Mentor 
Cato’s Fashions, Madison
Cebar’s Madison Tavern
City of Painesville  
   Farmer’s Market



Donors

Cleveland Botanical Garden
Cleveland Browns
Cleveland Cavaliers
Cleveland Gladiators
Cleveland Pizza
C-Nail & Spa
Community Deeds
Compadres Mexican Grill
Country Lakes Family 
Campground
Cres Cor
D&S Automotive
Dairy Queen-Mentor
Dave’s Cosmic Subs
Distillata
DJ Trenda Jones
Ellie Vayo Photography
Erie Optical
Fairmount Minerals Foundation
Families Anonymous
Family Christian Stores
Federico’s Tire & Service
Firehouse Subs
Fracci Florist
Gales Garden Center
Gartman Model Bakery
Gilson Florist
Global Real Estate
Goblin Custom Cycle
Golf Dome
Gordon Food Service-
    Mentor
Greater Cleveland Aquarium
Griffin Technology
GWC Inc
Harry Buffalo-Mentor
Herrick Portfolio
Holiday Inn Express
Hooley House-Mentor
Hutter Performance
Infinit Inque Cosmetics
J. Raymond Machinery
J.D. Ballantine’s Flowers 
    & Gifts
Jaydee Cleaners
Jenniffer & Co.
JTO
Junction Auto Family
LPL Financial
Ladies & Gentlemen
Lake County Captains
Lake County Visitors Bureau
Lakeland Comm. College
LakeMetroparks

Landscape Renovations
Laux & Assoc.
LCE Credit Union
Legend Lake Golf Club
Lisa G’s Shear 
    Perfection Salon
Little Mt. Country Club
Local Tavern/Fish Bar
Lubrizol Foundation
MCR Inc.
Mama Roberto’s
Manhattan Deli
Marie Scrambler’s
Marjet Ent
Mario Fazio’s Restaurent
Marketing Communication   
    Resource Inc
Mayfield Sand Ridge Club
Mentor Hardware
Metro Home-Mentor
Millstone Management
Monarch Steel
Monreal Funeral Home
MorningStar Meadow
Mosack’s Church Goods & 
Religious Gifts
Mountain Road Cycles
North Coast 
    Packaging, Inc
North Mentor Centenary United 
Methodist Church
Olympus Wealth Partners
O’Reillys Auto Parts Store
Oswald Co
Party Loft
Pet-Tastic
Pickle Bill’s
Pizazz Restaurant
PNC Bank-Plaza 
    Blvd Branch
Polaris Engineering
Procomp Software
Punderson Manor
Puruczky Wealth Management
Quail Hollow
Quaker Steak & Lube
Quinn Legal Services
Red Hawk Grill
Ressurection Cycle
Roemisch Research Fnd
Rohrer Corp
Rounders Lounge
Sabos Woodside Nursery
Salon La-Se



Donors

Salvation Army
Scooter’s Dawg House
Scrambler Marie’s
Shear Reflections Hair Design
Sidewalk Café
Slabe Machine
Solon Women’s Club
South East Gears & Cheers
South East Harley-Davidson
Squires Patton Boggs
Starbucks
State Farm Ins
Sweet Beginnings
T.J’s on the Avenue
Tenkko Grinding
Teresa’s Pizza
Thompson Hine LLP
Today’s Business
Toshiba Business Sol

Trophy World
Twisted Paddy
Van’s Photo
Vector Aviation
Vector Security Inc.
WB Mason
Verdi Italian Market
Verify
Western Reserve 
   Harley-Davidson
Western Reserve Junior   
    Service League
Willoughby Lost Nation 
    Golf Course
Winston Products
Wyatt’s Greenhouse
Zappitelli’s
Zoup!

Griffin Technology Group
Squire Patton Boggs
Junction Auto Family
Millstone Management Group
CresCor
Adcom
Gazette Newspapers

MRLM Landscape Materials/   
    JTO Inc
PNC
Fairmount Minerals
X Press Printing Services
Toshiba Business Solutions

Tom Leininger, M.D. Chair
Richard Byrd
Van Carson
Abby DelaMotte
Tammey DeVicchio
Stu Eilers
William Horvath
Tony Kuhn

Dan Laux
John Lewis
Dale Puruczky
Tim Small
Arlie Spargur
Joseph Spiccia
Maryann Correnti

THANKS TO OUR 
CORPORATE SPONSORS

Comprised of volunteers who care deeply about the mission of 
Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers, Inc., our board members work 
diligently to ensure the legal and fiduciary responsibilities. 

They are devoted champions of the work we do and strive to 
support and promote Lake-Geauga Recovery Centers at every turn.  
We honor and thank them for their unselfish dedication of time and 
talent to our agency.

WE THANK OUR BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS

Thanks!



In Memory of Paul Carlozzi 
Norbert & Patricia Schutte

In Memory of Brandon Clute 
Jennifer & Mark Arnold
Denise Jones
Judy Galinsky
Charles & Saundra Phillips
Richard & Maureen Depenbrok
Creative Mold & Machine
Virginia Clute
Preston Country Club/Pleasant Hills Golf Course
Steven & Laura Palazzo
Frederick & Katherine Porter
Larry Clute
Ellen Zaremba
John & Laura Novotney
Lillian Scicolone
Theresa & Daniel Schrembeck III
Greg Matty
Donald & Donna Slife
Theresa Scicolone
Bruce & Clare Milstead
Jason & Tara Beamish
Bruce & Kathleen Childs
Lisa Ann Frank
Shannon Klee
Jennifer Childs

In Honor of of Kitty Gain 
 by Laura, Kelly,  Connie & Ginny

In Honor of The Honorable Tim Grendell 
 by Elaine Crane

In Honor of The Honorable Karen Lawson 
 by Elaine Crane

IN HONOR and IN MEMORY OF

Donors

Special Thanks
We wish to especially thank the Lake County Alcohol, 
Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services Board, the 
Geauga County Board of Mental Health and Recovery 
Services and United Way of Lake and Geauga Counties for 
their significant collaborative and financial assistance.



MENTOR 
Outpatient and Administrative 

9083 Mentor Avenue 
Mentor, OH  44060

CHARDON
Outpatient and Prevention

209 Center Street, Unit E
Chardon, OH  44024

PAINESVILLE
Outpatient

134 S. St. Clair Street
Painesville, OH 44077

OAK HOUSE
Women’s Residential Treatment

796 Oak Street
Painesville, OH  44077

LAKE HOUSE
Men’s Residential Treatment

42 E. Jackson Street
Painesville, OH  44077

NEVAEH RIDGE
Supportive Housing for Women

9652 Old Johnnycake Ridge Road
Mentor, OH 44060

(440) 255-0678
Fax: (440) 255-6348
E-mail info@lgrc.us

 Website:  www.lgrc.us


